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Objectives

This issue of Nephrology Rounds aims to provide readers with an update on the various
forms of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE)-associated kidney disease and how

they are treated.

Questions:

1. A combination of glucocorticoids plus a cytotoxic agent is generally considered the treat-
ment of choice for active World Health Organization (WHO) Class IV (diffuse proliferative)
lupus nepbhritis.

True False [

2. Unlike azathioprine, mycophenolate mofetil (MMF) does not cause leukopenia or anemia.

True False [

3. IgM autoantibodies in SLE patients with end-stage renal disease are usually
a contraindication to renal transplantation.

True False [

4. In patients with SLE, kidney biopsies sometimes show both immune complex glomeru-
lonephritis and noninflammatory changes of antiphospholipid antibody syndrome (APS).

True False [

5. In SLE patients who undergo renal transplantation, chronic rejection is a more common
cause of allograft loss than recurrence of lupus nephritis.

True False [

6. In trials comparing cyclophosphamide to MMF as an induction agent in lupus nephritis,
adverse effects have been more common with MMF.

True ] False [



7. Serum C3, C4 and anti-dsDNA are usually increased in the setting of active WHO IV
(diffuse proliferative) lupus nephritis.

True 4 False [

8. Severe relapses of lupus nephritis are typically treated with plasmapheresis.

True False [

9. In SLE, the presence of subepithelial immune deposits alone are typically associated with
a nephritic syndrome.

True 4 False [

10. In a patient with SLE, the findings on biopsy of glomerular capillary thrombosis should
prompt testing for anti-phospholipid antibodies.

True ] False [

To receive AMA category 1 credit, you must correctly answer 60% of the test questions.

Harvard Medical School is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
(ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Harvard Medical School designates this educational activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1
credit™ Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in
the activity.

This program was issued in November 2006. All tests must be returned by March 31, 2007.

Please send completed test and a check for $25 U.S. (Check made payable to Harvard Medical School)
to: Harvard Medical School/Department of Continuing Education,
Box 825, Boston, MA 02117-825.

Please keep a copy of your test before submission. A certificate will be sent upon successful
completion of the test along with the answer key after the deadline date indicated.
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